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Students struggle with many things today in schools, and there is never a shortage of techniques or methods available to help with these things. The issues may stem from academics or social problems, and I believe that the two biggest of these are the problems of bullying and poverty. Both of these can be extremely harmful to a developing child and student, and there are countless programs and methods that administrators and teachers have designed to address these issues. I will discuss methods that I think will best help these two specific issues, and give examples and reasons for my chosen strategies.

The first issue that I would address would be the issue of poverty. Poverty can be a vicious cycle that can be extremely difficult to get out of. Without the proper amount of money, a family may not be able to afford the food needed for their children, or the home to raise those children in. The parents of children in poverty may have dropped out of high school, and this again affects the quality of life and care of their children. Many students in poverty have emotional and social challenges that they have to face. The fact that they are living in poverty has an effect on school behavior and their performance. Children who grow with strong healthy relationships do much better in school compared to children who are living in poverty (Jensen, 2009.) Children who live in poverty are much more likely to have behaviors that are considered “acting out” behaviors, as well as being impatient, impulsive, and have inappropriate emotional response. The emotional responses of joy, anger, surprise, disgust, sadness, and fear are hardwired in every person. It is critically important to remember that every other emotional response is a response that must be taught. Patience, empathy, and forgiveness are all emotional responses that a child living in poverty may not have (Jensen, 2009.) With this knowledge, I will lay out a plan to help with the issue of poverty in the classroom. 

One of the most important things to do as an educator is to make sure that the school is a safe place for every child and to provide a sense of support and belonging in the school community. Another critical point of my proposed plan is to make sure that the parents of the children are involved as much as possible in and out of the school. Parents who live in poverty may be working two jobs just to make ends meet, and may feel that they themselves do not have a support system. I think that making an education type workshop for the parents of children in poverty would be a beneficial way to help the parents become more aware of their involvement in the child's education. Parents may not feel that school is a good place for them to be because as I mentioned above, they may have dropped out. Some parents may have the opinion and the mindset that school isn’t a place where learning and growth takes place. It is also important to have continued contact with the parents of the students and to know where the students are at academically as well as how they are doing at home (Jensen, 2009.) Bridging the gap between home and school can be one way to help students feel more welcome and involved in the classroom. The third step in my strategy plan for dealing with students living in poverty is to go the extra distance for each child who is the most needed. Though it may take a little extra effort, the profession of teaching requires this at times. The teacher should be there for children in school and at times, out of school. The profession of teaching may not be 9 to 5 job, but it is the work that is done with the students that makes all the difference. Each child is a unique individual with different needs. Some children may need the extra attention before school or after school. Going the extra distance I believe, is what separates a good teacher from an excellent teacher.

The second issue that I am going to address with my strategy plan is bullying in schools. Bullying is something that happens at every school, and strategies need to be put in place to help deal with it. Whether it is physical bullying, verbal bullying, or social bullying, all forms of bullying have a negative impact on the student on the receiving end. Before we can design a strategy, we have to know what bullying is and how it is defined. There is a difficulty when it comes to defining bullying, and there are many different definitions of bullying. Literature on the topic of bullying all have several key points that distinguishes bullying from anything else. These key points are intent to do harm, hurting someone, the repetition of the act, the duration of the act, power over another, and provocation, or being called forth and invited (Lee, 2004.) For my strategy, the first thing that needs to happen is an understanding from the teachers and administrators of the definition of bullying. If each teacher has a different definition of bullying, then the correct actions won't be taken at the necessary times (Lee, 2004.) Barbara Coloroso states in her book The Bully, the Bullied and the Bystander, that there are three participants in the act of bullying. Those three participants are the bully, the bullied, and the bystander (Coloroso, 2010.) For my strategy I believe that focusing on the bystanders would give a positive change to bullying in the school. In order to achieve this, I suggest that all students are taught about bullying and the effects of it and what it looks like, as well as a variety of examples. I also think that the importance of bullying needs to be addressed at a regular and consistent basis with your students. I believe that the bystanders have a critical role to play because they are the ones viewing the action of the bullying take place. Bystanders can be fellow students, staff, or even parents (Lee, 2004.) I believe that addressing any instance of bullying or any suspected bullying immediately can help curb the appearance of it. A lot of this may fall on the bystander, because teachers aren't always around to see the bullying take place. Coloroso also points out in her book that there needs to be a definition of what tattling is and what it isn’t (Coloroso, 2010.) What I found interesting was that she said if it's going to get someone in trouble, she doesn't want to hear it. If it is going to get someone out of trouble, she wants it to be told. If it's both, she wants it to be told to her, and if they can’t tell which one it is, tell her and she will help them figure it out (Coloroso, 2010.) Again, I believe that the importance of realizing any potential bullying and reporting it to a parent or administrator is a critical step. Students have a right to feel safe at school and to be free from insulting negative teasing. A strategy needs to confront bullying, and it has to ensure the safety of others security of possessions and freedom from teasing. To put it into working methods,  I suggest that for each school a bullying questionnaire is given that the students answer anonymously whether or not they have ever been bullied or witnessed bullying, as well as their opinions of bullying. I think that involving the students in this project is important to the occurrence of bullying in that specific school.

Overall, teachers need to act early to make sure that the bullying policy is known and followed. Another important aspect is to keep written records and observations that have been completed describing any instance of bullying. Lastly, continued awareness of the issue of bullying can help bring it to light as the harmful act that it is.


 Both poverty and bullying are things that greatly impact a student’s education and young developing life. With these strategies put in place, we can hopefully begin to address and solve these issues in the America's schools today. I realize that this cannot happen overnight, but using strategies that are put in place, we can begin to go in the right direction
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